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Tying the knot
Both spouses must be at least 18 years old and not currently married.  

The couple cannot be related by direct lineage or be French nationals or 
residents of France. The bride and the groom must each choose a witness who 

must be 18 years of age or older (if the chosen witness is not present,  
the mayor’s office can provide a witness).

Required documents
• The Marriage of Foreign Citizens in French Polynesia  

application must be completed.
• A letter signed and dated by both future spouses, addressed to  
the mayor of the commune chosen for the marriage ceremony.

• A copy of both spouses’ passports.
• A certified copy of both spouses’ birth certificates.

• A Certificate of Non-Marital Status (Certificat de Celibat)  
signed by a lawyer, translated into French and legalised  

by the French Consulate.
• Proof of residency for both of the future spouses  

(a utility bill or any bill noting names and  
physical address will suffice).  
A photocopy of bills for both  

spouses is acceptable.
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Give up your heart to a 

Pacific idyll 

THE ST. REGIS BORA BORA RESORT
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Everyone will understand you if you 
never leave your honeymoon resort in 
romantic French Polynesia, especially if 
you are staying in an over-water villa. No 
documentary video or brochure image 
can prepare you for the unmatched blend 
of peaks, lagoons, luxury and attractive, 
friendly local hospitality. But if you do 
venture out, Tahiti has some memorable 
attractions. 

There is something special about waking up over-water. But then 
imagine your over-water residence (villa) is set on the edge of the 
lagoon on the island of Bora Bora. Surrounded by luxury in movie set 
surroundings like you’ve never seen before - it’s a dream start to the 
day for any couple.

Then breakfast is delivered to your door - fresh tropical fruit, croissants, 
pain du chocolat and coffee outside on the deck while you look soak 
in the sparkling lagoon blues and Bora Bora’s jagged peaks. As the 
day warms up, there is only thing to do - dive into the welcoming clear 
waters of the lagoon. 

THE ST. REGIS BORA BORA RESORT
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The simple, yet brilliant idea of creating an over-water experience 
began 50 years ago, when three American men took Tahiti’s traditional 
Polynesian grass huts and set them on concrete stilts on the water. 
The first three were built at the Bali Hai Hotel on Raiatea and they 
quickly built more on Moorea and Bora Bora. Other hoteliers in French 
Polynesia soon saw their attraction, and Tahiti is now renowned for its 
hundreds of over-water bungalows or villas, which have evolved from 
simple huts to palatial suites, with all the amenities of a top-class hotel. 

Every visitor begins their Tahitian adventure in Papeete. You may think 
it is just a stopover on your way to your resort, but there are lots of 
activities for a couple to enjoy.

The Marché de Papeete will win you over with its colourful stalls of 
tropical flowers, fresh and tinned produce, handicrafts and Polynesian-
styled clothing. Buy a couple of pareu each to wrap around yourselves 
like a sarong. 

Stroll through the dappled shade of Bougainville Park and admire the 
gardens, and call into the Robert Wan Pearl Museum, and learn about 
the mystique of the pearl, how they are grown and harvested, and the 
wonderful array of colours, from purest white to Tahiti’s renowned black 
pearls, with their overtones of pink, green and white. 

Place Vaiete is a top spot to grab a bite. Get there soon after 6pm and 
the place will be transformed into an open-air restaurant. The choices 
will delight, as a variety of aromas waft through the balmy evening air. 

Tuck into a plate of marinated raw fish, known as poisson cru, or ‘ota 
‘ika. Try fresh red tuna, caught daily, along with galettes, Asian food, 

steak and pizza. Drink fresh coconut milk sucked through a straw, or a 
can of the local Hinano beer. A sweet, thin crepe makes an ideal light 
dessert. 

Taking in a Polynesian dance show is also fun, and you’ll experience 
oritahiti, or rapid, rhythmic dances, and aparima, the slow and sensual 
dance, accompanied of by drums, chants and song.

MOOREA
The island of Moorea is only 16 kilometres from Papeete, less than one 
hour away by ferry, across the Sea of the Moon.

You will remember your arrival forever. As your helicopter starts its 
descent, or your ferry sails into the deep sapphire colours of the 
lagoon, with its surrounding mountain peaks jutting up into the sky like 
giant incisors, your hearts will beat faster. A magical escape is about to 
unfold.

Moorea has many memorable attractions. Moorea ATV tour is booked 
from the Moorea Activities Centre. Each all-terrain vehicle seats 
two, so couples can share the driving as a guide leads your squad 
down unsealed back-country roads through tropical jungle, across 
gurgling river fords, and up to panoramic lookouts. You might pause in 
pineapple plantations and taste some local products. You will certainly 
get dusty, and muddy too, if there’s been recent rain, but you can swim 
and refresh in the pool below one of Moorea’s sparkling waterfalls.

SOFITEL BORA BORA PRIVATE ISLAND
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You can also hire a four-wheel-drive beach buggy and drive to 
wherever you wish. Start with the beaches. Go snorkelling at Opunohu 
Bay and make time to experience Tiki Parc, where you can hook into 
a harness and swing across multiple aerial, obstacle courses and zip 
lines graded according to how brave you think you both are. Then 
round the headland to Cooks Bay, or Temae, where you can have a 
picnic under the palm trees.

For a unique symbol of your new commitment, James Samuela 
at Moorea Tattoo will talk to you, and then use traditional Tahitian 
techniques and designs to create a one-of-a-kind tattoo that is 
appropriate to both of you. A swim in the lagoon is an ideal way to 
soothe your skin afterwards! 

Alternatively, you may want to try a ubiquitous Tahiti Drink from the Rotui 
juice factory, a form of fruit punch with a generous serving of rum, sold 
in cartons.

Grab a casual bite to eat at any of the roadside cafes, but for something 
special, book a table at the Moorea Beach Café, run by the relaxed 
Bruno Jamais, who spent years working in hospitality in New York 
before seeking a more relaxing place to live.

The deep, cool blue of the lagoon, with its tiny islets, or motus, should 
not be overlooked. Don’t let the name Stingray City put you off. This 
little section of the lagoon teems with stingrays and harmless sharks, 
all cruising around in water that’s only a couple of metres deep. For 

something equally immersive, the Moorea Dolphin Centre is a natural 
refuge where you can swim and play with wild dolphins.

Paddle a canoe or kayak, or take a motorised canoe out to Coco 
Beach on the motu called Tiahura, dip your toes into the turquoise 
water, and dine on tuna steak, or shrimps cooked in whiskey, prepared 
by chefs Nahema and Eric.

Rudy’s Restaurant is a little French bistro set in the heart of Moorea. 
Book a table and they will send a car to pick you up so you can dine on 
their signature dish, parrot fish, or other delectable seafood.

PLACES TO STAY
Hilton Moorea Lagoon Resort & Spa  
Sitting between two spectacular bays, Hilton Moorea Lagoon Resort & 
Spa has a setting that any couple would dream about. It’s also happens 
to be Moorea’s only five-star experience. This mix of luxury and location 
make it a wonderful place to wed or honeymoon. Couples-to-be can 
choose from three wedding packages. The simple Tiare ceremony 
includes a Polynesian priest, flower crown, musicians, dancers and 
champagne sundowner. While the premium Toa ceremony has add-on 
features such as a procession in a royal chair, couples massage and 
romantic dinner. Regardless of which ceremony a couple might choose, 
the resort will ensure every magical moment will be remembered.

MANAVA BEACH RESORT AND SPA
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Manava Beach Resort and Spa  
Boasting a sun-soaked location on the northern side of Moorea, 
Manava Beach Resort and Spa is a place of pure romantic comfort. The 
resort is handy to the main wharf and airport. And it’s a short walk from 
Maharepa village, which makes it easy for couples to sample freshly 
made delicacies (i.e. yummy French pastries) and mix with people who 
that are lucky enough to call Moorea home. The resort has a number of 
wedding packages available including a variety of traditional Polynesian 
style ceremonies. Think Polynesian priest, dancers and musicians, flower 
crowns and leis. On top of that they have traditional American style 
weddings too – with classic bridal bouquets and a master of ceremony.

Sofitel Moorea la Ora Beach Resort  
This first-class resort is home to one of Moorea’s finest white sand 
beaches and being located on the eastern side of Moorea, it’s just a 
hop, skip and jump from the airport and ferry dock. In short, a couple 
will find supreme comfort and exceptional pampering. Sofitel Moorea la 
Ora Beach Resort offer a variety of wedding ceremony packages. Plus 
couples can choose from a very long list of romantic extras. Would you 
a like a bottle of Bollinger champagne, hors d’oeuvres and macaroons 
waiting in your room? Or how about a couples wellness day with a 
jacuzzi, luscious Polynesian massages and fresh smoothies delivered 
to the room! And of course there are many romantic dining options that 
take in Moorea’s stunning natural surroundings. Yes it’s decadent, but 
that’s why you’re here in the first place.

HILTON MOOREA LAGOON RESORT AND SPA

MANAVA BEACH RESORT AND SPA
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BORA BORA
Bora Bora is that island somewhere over the rainbow, just beyond the 
horizon where you will spend a blissful honeymoon. It lies northwest of 
the island of Tahiti, and less than an hour away by plane.

Your love affair with Bora Bora will begin as soon as the island comes 
into view through your plane window. The airport is located on a small 
motu, and you won’t have to wait long to experience the exquisite 
lagoon. Instead of a courtesy coach, a water taxi will take you to your 
resort.

There are several ways to explore Bora Bora lagoon. Relax with some 
snorkelling, swim from a motu or on renowned Matira Beach, or take in 
the sights, as you circle the island on your own jetski.

The Aquarium Bora Bora diving site is particularly suitable for 
beginners. You’ll love the dense schools of brightly coloured fish, along 
with moray eels and stingrays, and majestic coral formations.

You can go on a whale watching experience beyond the reef if you’re 
honeymoon is between mid-August and the end of October. If the 
weather and the sea state are favourable, you can even swim with them.

The island itself is easy to explore, with four-wheel-drive vehicles 
climbing high into the hills for great views. Stop off at local villages and 
fossick for handicrafts and works of art.

You may wish to see the sunset back at your resort over cocktails, but a 
sunset cruise on a catamaran is a great alternative. Or take a stargazing 
tour, and as night falls, your guide will point out how his ancestors used 
them to navigate their way across vast stretches of open ocean.

Bora Bora’s resorts are known for their cuisine, and lots of cafes and 
bistros provide a satisfying meal. But for some local flavour, have dinner 
at the legendary Bloody Mary’s and savour its relaxed ambience.

The catch of the day will be prepared as you like it, and there is crab, 
shrimp, steak and other options. It’s closed during the weekend and 
during January.

FOUR SEASONS RESORT BORA BORA

SOFITEL BORA BORA PRIVATE ISLAND
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PLACES TO STAY
Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora  
The Four Season brand is known the world over for its luxury hotels 
and their Bora Bora property continues this first-class tradition. 
Numerous A-list Hollywood stars have relaxed in these opulent 
surroundings – the majestic waters, views to Mt Otemanu and 
impeccable service are all part of the attraction. 

It’s difficult to imagine a setting that is more romantic. Honeymooners 
can lap up every moment, enjoying the exceptional dining options and 
the world-class spa treatments. And for those tying the knot there’s 
the enchanting Aherenoa Chapel with its jaw-dropping views directly 
across to Mt Otemanu. It’s doesn’t get much better.

Sofitel Bora Bora Marara Beach Resort  
Sitting on the eastern side of the main island, Sofitel Bora Bora Marara 
Beach Resort offers guests a different experience from the resorts 
located on the smaller surrounding motu (islets). You’ll still enjoy the 
same stunning garden setting, pure white sand beach and classic 
overwater experience, but you’ll also have easy access to a host of 
Bora Bora’s local attractions, including the town of Vaitape and the 
famous Bloody Mary’s restaurant. When it comes to weddings, the 
resort’s motto is “your wedding as per your wishes”. Essentially couples 
“work” hand-in-hand with Sofitel’s wedding co-ordinator to create a 
wedding that reflects their personal passions – and then it is all brought 
to life in this stunning Bora Bora location.

SOFITEL BORA BORA PRIVATE ISLAND

FOUR SEASONS RESORT BORA BORA
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DREAM YACHT CHARTERS TAHITI

THE OTHER ISLANDS
Look at a map of French Polynesia on your screen and as you zoom in 
you will see lots of islands and atolls you have probably never heard of. 
About 67 of them are inhabited, with the other main islands including 
Rangiroa, Taha’a, Fatu Hiva and Huahine.

Fly there by plane and stay at relaxed, informal lodges or hotels that 
bypass the luxury of the resorts for a more natural Tahitian cultural 
experience.

Adventurous honeymooners with some time on their hands can book 
a cabin on board the combined cruise ship/freighter Aranui 5, While 
she anchors to drop off and pick up supplies from the villages, there is 
ample time to go on shore and either join the organised activities, or 
take off on your own to explore, relax and find somewhere to eat.

And then there is Tetiaroa, the island closely linked to the American 
actor Marlon Brando. The resort is named after him and the 35 villas 
offer a blend of isolation, nature and luxury rarely found on French 
Polynesia. 

RANGIROA ©DREAM YACHT CHARTERS TAHITI

ARANUI 5 ARRIVING IN TAHITI



Wedding Planner
Estelle Parentelli, The St. Regis Bora Bora Resort

What lead time do you require to plan a wedding?
The more time in advance, the more time we have to plan and 
personalise the day according to the bride and groom’s exact wishes. 
Some of our requests come in two years before they arrive at the 
resort. But we can also do simple ceremonies for last-minute requests if 
suppliers are available. Our Bridal Boutique has a selection of dresses 
for sale by a local designer, Hani Haring, so we are able to add that 
special touch. The only situation where lead time is necessary is for legal 
weddings at the Bora Bora Town Hall. The official documents must be 
translated by an officially approved translator and received by the Town 
Hall at least two months before the date of the civil ceremony.

How many weddings do you organise each month?
Between eight and 14, depending on the season. We keep it at one 
wedding per day, although we will make an exception sometimes with 
one wedding in the morning and one in the afternoon if the date is a 
special one for the bride and groom.

What are some of the special things you can offer?
Some of my favourite experiences are private fireworks that spell out 
initials or numbers that can be set off at a specific time as a surprise, 
or adding an underwater component to the photo-shoot for one-of-a-
kind photographs at our beautiful Lagoonarium. I think what is really 
special about our Bridal Boutique is how we love to work with brides 
and grooms to make their ideas come to life, even if we have not done 
anything like it before. 

What are the main benefits of getting married at your resort?
Our team of full-time planners is an advantage, as our couples know they 
are our priority and we spend the entire wedding day with them. We 
are also able to be more flexible in case of last-minute changes than if 
only one planner is available. Many of our couples choose The St. Regis 
Bora Bora Resort for their destination wedding because they fell in love 
with the unique ceremony locations we offer. Our Spa Beach is the most 
requested, and the terrace of the Lagoon Restaurant is a close second.

What are the top three things a planner needs to find out from 
a couple? Beyond their choices of flowers, vows or photographers, it 
is their story and their personality that help us understand and hopefully 
exceed their expectations.

What are some of ways you personalise a wedding?
Almost everything. Couples can write their own vows, ask for a unique 
cake shape, wear Polynesian attire, request their own music, and so on. 
We often make arrangements for special surprises from the groom for 
the bride or vice-versa to discover throughout the day.

What’s the best advice you would give a couple?
When you decide on a destination wedding, the planner on location 
becomes your eyes, ears and hands, so it’s important to feel complete 
trust. Choosing the planner you feel has your best interests at heart, 
along with the destination and the resort, will make the process a lot 
more enjoyable.

THE 

INSIDE WORD

Do you help with honeymoon plans, too?
We will gladly assist with any special romance-related events during 
your honeymoon.

What’s your key tip to avoiding wedding day stress?
A lot of stress is alleviated when the planning process prior to arrival 
goes smoothly, so that is a key area we work on. We meet the 
couple upon their arrival to run through the whole itinerary together 
and answer any last-minute questions, so all they have to do on the 
wedding day is enjoy each other.

What is the best time of the year to get married in Tahiti?
The best time to visit French Polynesia is from April to November.

Do you have any memorable or unique wedding stories you 
can share?
On the grand scale, the largest wedding at The St. Regis Bora Bora was 
a full buyout of the resort for three days, with flowers arriving by plane 
in refrigerated containers, and the bride being paddled to the beach on 
a decorated canoe as a surprise to the groom, who was expecting her 
from the other side.

I arranged the wedding of two wonderful guests suffering from life-
affecting illnesses this year whose dream was a wedding in Bora Bora.

Another one this year was a lovely same-sex couple who got engaged 
at the resort last year. They came back this year with their families for a 
civil ceremony, followed by a symbolic ceremony at the resort.
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Dennis and Laura Miller
Papeete
What inspired you to have a South Pacific island wedding?
We wanted a relaxed wedding at an island location, as it really suited us 
as a couple.

What made you pick that specific island ahead of all the others? 
A lot of people in Australia tend to choose destination weddings in Bali, 
Fiji or Thailand, and we wanted to do something different, so we chose 
Tahiti. We also knew it was a stunning location with a touch of exclusivity.

What made you pick that specific resort or other wedding venue? 
As per the laws of French Polynesia, we were required to have our legal 
ceremony conducted at the Town Hall in Papeete, Tahiti. We therefore 
had our wedding at the beautiful Town Hall!

Did you use an agent to book your trip? If so, who? 
We used an agent based in Sydney, Tahiti Travel Connection.

What was the main benefit of using an agent to book your trip?
This agent also has an office in Papeete, so that made it easier during the 
process of planning our wedding, as our agent was able to communicate 
with its offices in Papeete and the process flowed a lot smoother.

What were some of the advantages of getting married in the islands?
We found the process a lot less stressful than if we had got married in 
Australia, which was great! In addition, choosing the islands as a location 
for our wedding brought with it a relaxed island vibe on our wedding 
day, so there was absolutely none of the typical wedding day anxiety for 
us - just fun!

Did your resort or wedding venue provide you with a wedding 
planner? If so, how did you find that experience?
Yes, we had a wedding planner provided for us. It was great to have 
the wedding planner there for us on the day. In fact, our planner called 
us on the morning of our wedding to confirm all of the details of our 
wedding and that everything was organised. This was very comforting. 
Our wedding planner was very professional, kind and well organised.

Did you stay on the same island for your honeymoon?
We stayed in Papeete for a couple of days after our wedding ceremony 
before commencing our honeymoon in Bora Bora.

What did you love most about getting married in the islands?
We loved the Polynesian theme and the Tahitian ambience on the 
day. It’s a beautiful location and great for wedding photographs. If you 
are looking for a more relaxed theme, the islands are perfect!  We 
particularly loved that we could go off just a short distance on our 
honeymoon to one of the nearby islands, which was very convenient.

If you had a friend planning an island wedding, what would your 
Top 5 tips be?
1. First of all, choose Tahiti as your wedding destination.

2.  Have a wedding planner who can assist you with all the planning, 
preferably one based in Tahiti near to your wedding location.

3.  Ensure you take into account the flight time to Tahiti and allow enough 
time to rest and recoup from the flight in time for the big day.

4.  Choose accommodation that is near the wedding venue, to ensure 
you have a short and easy trip on the day.

5.  Ensure you dress in cool attire for your wedding, as it is warm and 
humid in Tahiti - probably best not to choose a gown with lots of 
layers or excessive material.

REAL LIFE 

WEDDINGS
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