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In this family we’re used to getting up at the crack of dawn, making our way to the airport 
and hopping on an early flight to the islands. When you’re travelling with three children, it can 
be a bit hectic loading them up while they’re still half asleep. And you are too! On this New 
Caledonian family adventure, our morning start was very dignified, thanks to Aircalin's easy 
1pm departure. Which meant no alarm setting and no rush. The leisurely start set the tone, 
and I’m happy to say that it stayed that way.

Our destination was the Sheraton New Caledonia Deva Spa & Golf Resort. The resort 
is reached by taking the road north of Tontouta International Airport. Apart from passing 
through a few small villages, the drive takes you through a picturesque countryside of steep 
mountains, grassy fields, meandering streams and blue ocean vistas.

The Deva Domain runs along the coast near the small town of Bourail. With 8000 hectares 
of wide open spaces, 13 kilometres of white sand beach, hiking trails and biking trails, the 
Deva Domain has long been enjoyed by local residents. I can imagine that developing a 
resort in this untouched wilderness was questioned by a few. But with a clever design that’s 
kept much of the natural environment in its original form, the Sheraton Deva fits into its 
surroundings like it’s been there all along. 

At one with nature
When you visit the Pacific Islands, you can’t help being drawn to the water. The Sheraton 
Deva experience is no different. New Caledonia is home to one of the world’s largest tropical 
lagoons, and its standing prompted UNESCO to name it as a World Heritage Site. 

In some parts of New Caledonia, the reef sits 18 kilometres from the coast. Off Sheraton 
Deva, the reef is just 2 kilometres away. This proximity to the land makes the lagoon waters 
less prone to currents and perfect for water-based activities like stand-up paddle boarding, 
kayaking and sailing. And the resort has all this equipment lined up and ready for resort 
guests to enjoy at their leisure.

The calm, glassy mornings are particularly good for paddling out past the sea grass and 
across to coral reef, where you can spot schools of fish going about their day. The shallow 
waters are also ideal for kitesurfers, especially those who are still learning their craft, ie, if you 
fall off, it’s a lot easier relaunching from waist to shoulder-deep water. 

Underwater adventures
On the action on top of the water is matched by the action under the water. The man to lead 
the way is Alan Choupeau who runs a glass-bottom boat tour from Sheraton Deva. I’ve been 
on quite a few glass-bottom boat tours over the years, and most have been disappointing. 
This experience was a very pleasant surprise. 

Alan swapped the chilly climes of northwestern France for New Caledonia 16 years ago. He 
spent 10 years in Noumea, where he owned and operated a kitesurfing school, before selling, 
and moving up the coast to start this glass-bottom boat tour.

Taking a new direction  

to Deva
Visitors to New Caledonia tend to 
spend most, if not all of their time 
in Noumea. But not all roads lead to 
that cosmopolitan city-by-the-sea. 
Turn left out of the airport (instead 
of right), drive north for 90 minutes 
and you’ll come to the serene Deva 
Domain – home of the Sheraton New 
Caledonia Deva Spa & Golf Resort.

By Matt Taylor

© Sheraton New Caledonia Deva Spa & Golf Resort
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“First we’ll go and see the turtles,” he said with complete confidence. It was clear he knows 
these waters like the back of his hand, because within a few minutes we’re hovering over 
massive green turtles. “That one’s around 35 years old and weighs well over 100 kilos.” I think 
he knows each one personally. 

Next stop is a section of reef with five buoys that mark different underwater features – an 
underwater trail for snorkelers to follow. Alan gives us a talk about the reef ecosystem and 
then it’s in the water with snorkel, flippers and a waterproof reef guide (so you can read about 
different underwater features as you go). The highlight turned out to be snorkeling back and 
forth with a school of sizeable groper and snapper, some longer than your arm.

18 holes in heaven
Gentle rolling countryside surrounds the resort, and it provided the perfect canvas for the Dye 
Group to design a par 72 championship golf course. Indeed, the world-famous golf course 
architects have crafted what is easily one of the South Pacific’s best golf experiences. 

The course is in immaculate condition. The fairways are like carpet and the greens are true. 
When you’re playing a round, you’ll notice a small army of greenkeepers keeping it that way. 
Plus they’re a respectful bunch. On more than one occasion the greenkeepers stopped and 
turned off their mower when I came near - to make sure I could concentrate on the shot at 
hand. Sometimes it helped, sometimes it didn’t!  

Being relatively flat, the architects have tested Deva golfers by strategically placing fairway 
bunkers that gobble up errant tee shots. And they’ve protected each green with a network of 
bunkers too. If you go in the rough, don’t expect to find your ball – although you’ll probably 
find someone else’s!

If you’re playing on a sunny day, hiring a cart will save you some energy and provide some 
shade. Otherwise, it’s a very pleasant walk. The pro-shop located in the resort foyer has 
everything you need, including some top-of-the-line Titleist hire clubs. And the driving range, 
putting green and chipping areas are well set-up for pre-round practice. If you’re looking for a 
premium golf getaway in a unique location, you couldn’t ask for more. 

Take a hike
The Deva Domain is home to some of New Caledonia’s best hikes and they’re all within 
easy access of Sheraton Deva. The closest circuit of tracks is right across the road from the 
resort’s front gate. For an amazing view, take the well-maintained track up the hill that sits 
directly behind the resort. The 30-minute climb is worth the effort. And anyone can do it. Our 
11-year-old boy and five-year-old girl made the summit with relative ease.

At the top, you’ll be rewarded with panoramic views of the lagoon, resort, golf course and 
the rest of the domain. The track forms part of a circuit that takes in two more peaks, before 
looping back to the starting point. If you want to explore more tracks within the domain, the 
resort's concierge can point you in the right direction. And don’t forget there are plenty of 
mountain bike trails too – best cycled in cool, early morning temperatures. 

Cool for kids
As any mum or dad will tell, a good family holiday means keeping the kids occupied! On this 
trip, it wasn’t a problem. The resort’s pool was a winner. The kids could splash away and 
yahoo to their heart's content. It was also a novelty for these Kiwi kids to be around local 
French speaking kids. The girls quickly became mates with a couple of girls from Noumea 
and one from the Seychelles. Sheraton Deva also has a fantastic Kids Club. Free for resort 
guests, the centre is open seven days a week from around 7am to 5pm. It’s a clean, well-
designed space with loads of playthings. Our two girls spent half an afternoon at the Kid’s 
Club and had a ball. The supervisors were loads of fun and again, the girls got another 
chance to mix with kids from a different culture. On top of the complimentary Kid’s Club 
facility, the resort offers babysitting services – just in case mum and dad need some me time.

Spa excellence 
Staying active is easy at the Sheraton Deva. But they’ve also mastered the art of relaxation. 
And chill HQ is the resort’s serene Deep Water Spa and Wellness Centre. Set amongst 
the trees in a quiet corner of the resort, the Deep Water Spa is the kind of place you could 
happily spend all day. In fact, they’ve got a sleeping room purpose-built for doing just that. 
The menu of treatments is extensive. Facials, scrubs, water massages, nail treatments and 
a whole lot more. There are two glorious ways to detox. A hammam (or steam room) with 
dimmed lights and stars that twinkle from the ceiling. And a unique sauna with two large 
windows that let you look out towards the trees, as you're sweating away the bad stuff. No 
visit to Sheraton Deva is complete without a treatment at the Deep Water Spa. And if you can 
manage it, have two.    

Fun for all
You know you’re having a nice family holiday when the kids say “We don’t want to go home.” 
They loved every minute of it, and so did we. The peaceful setting and chilled-out resort 
atmosphere was balanced out with a variety of fun activities. Experiencing another part of 
New Caledonia added a different dimension to the trip, as did the French flavour. Sheraton 
Deva has become a new family favourite and we’ll be back. 

Deep Water Spa and Wellness Centre

The morning stroll to breakfast

Glass bottom adventures with Alan Choupeau Championship golf in the New Caledonia countryside What a view. The reward for hiking Deva Domain

Sheraton Deva Kids Club
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Concierge Extraordinaire
Remy Piau is Sheraton Deva’s Concierge. Friendly, helpful and a 
fountain of knowledge – he’ll go out of his way to make sure you enjoy 
your stay. 

SPG Kids Pass Dining
For a flat daily rate (XPF 1,850 or NZ$25 per kid), children ages 12 
and younger can enjoy all-inclusive access to a variety of Sheraton 
Deva’s dining options, including children's menus, buffets and 
beverages - as long as their parents eat as well. Note: Pass must be 
taken for entire stay.

Oodles of family space
Sheraton Deva’s two-bedroom suites are huge. They come with a full 
kitchen, large outdoor deck, "loungy" furniture and a stunning outlook 
over the golf course and hills beyond.

Extra easy with Aircalin
A quick flight, polished service and full food and beverage included. 
Plus a cute kids' pack with pencil case, pencils, colouring-in, jigsaws 
and puzzles. And when you land, Tontouta Airport is modern, clean 
and super-quick to get through.

Poolside fun
Sheraton Deva has a stunning pool complex with friendly staff on duty, 
huge beach towels, sunscreen on tap, and activities for the kids like 
archery, petanque, volleyball, badminton, basketball and more.

Get on your bike
The resort has a fleet of bikes for guests to explore the lush grounds, 
or just get from A to B. With no vehicle access near the rooms, riding 
around is safe and loads of fun. 

French inspired fare
The impressive breakfast buffet made the kids very happy – made-
to-order pancakes and omelettes, yummy cheeses, fresh juice, 
smoothies, French bread and more!

FRAN’S FAVES

Sheraton New Caledonia 
Deva Spa and Golf Resort 
Around 90 minutes drive north of Tontouta International Airport, Sheraton New 
Caledonia Deva Spa and Golf Resort offers a unique South Pacific holiday experience. 
Housing 180 rooms, suites and bungalows, the resort has a host of first-class facilities, 
including a 900 square metres outdoor pool, spa, fitness centre, kids' club and 18 hole 
championship golf course. 

For more information please contact: 
Marriott International New Caledonia 
Camille Monvoisin 
camille.monvoisin@lemeridien.com 
Phone: +687 26 50 13 
www.sheratonnewcaledoniadeva.com

New Caledonia Tourism 
New Caledonia is renowned for its magical mix of French sophistication and Melanesian 
traditions. What’s less well known is the wonderful diversity that's on offer. When it comes 
to planning a trip, most people tend to stay in Noumea. Which is understandable, given 
its vast array of eateries, shopping and wonderful beaches. However, there is so much 
more to see and do outside the cosmopolitan capital. Sheraton Deva in the Bourail region 
is one of the wonderful experiences in the regions. But then you can add in the Loyalty 
Islands, West Coast, East Coast and Great South. In New Caledonia the options are 
virtually endless. 

sally.pepermans@gtitourism.co.nz 
www.newcaledonia.travel

Aircalin
If you’d like a true French journey on your flight to and from New Caledonia, there is only 
one choice. Aircalin is the international airline of New Caledonia, and as soon as you step 
onboard, you’re immersed in a French experience. Cabin crew greet you with a friendly 
"Bonjour" and flight announcements are in French and English. They even have a handy 
app that you can download onto your tablet, so you can view the in-flight entertainment 
via the aircraft’s wifi. 

•  Aircalin fly Auckland to New Caledonia return six times a week, including code share 
flights.

•  Aircalin offer the only Business Class on the route - three times a week on Fridays, 
Tuesdays and Sundays.

For more information call Vanessa Tjemplon, 
Sales Executive New Zealand, Aircalin 
vanessa.tjemplon@aircalin.co.nz 
Phone: +64 21 988 938
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