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EXPLORING 
FIJI'S WILD BLUE 

YONDER
By Jackie McDermott

Island hopping through the Yasawas  
with Blue Lagoon Cruises
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One of the best ways to get that experience is with Blue Lagoon Cruises, the 100 percent 
Fijian-owned company that knows these islands like the back of their hand.     

Blue Lagoon offer three, four or seven-night itineraries, so depending on your ability to 
escape, there should be something to fit! Plus you can always add on some time on the 
“mainland” if you aren’t in a rush.    

My choice is the four-night Wanderer Cruise. The adventure begins at Port Denarau, on board 
a high-speed catamaran, which shuttles us out to Yalobi Bay, the rendezvous point for the 
Fiji Princess. Even though it’s “just” an hour-long transfer, the scene is set with champagne 
flowing and tasty food served. Yep, you get that cruisey feeling is kicking in!

On meeting the Fiji Princess, we are welcomed aboard by the super-friendly Fijian crew, given 
a few more refreshments (it is warm, after all), and shown to an extremely comfortable cabin 
- fully airconditioned, stylishly appointed with an ensuite, DVD, television system and all the 
extras I could require.

A well-stocked complimentary mini-bar is also a welcome addition. 

All the cabins have large external windows so passengers can make the most of the glorious 
ocean and island views. 

One of the best parts of cruising is being able to mix and mingle with fellow passengers and 
enjoy the company of the crew. The icebreaker on the first night is the Captain;s Dinner, 
a delicious three-course meal accompanied by a fine choice of wines, all of which were 
extremely well received by the guests.

We are joined at our table by the captain, who tells us a few good tales, and in fact each 
table has a representative of the crew dining with them. Needless to say, it is a fabulous end 
to the day.

The focus on day two is the beach. And boy what a beach - a private, white wonder on 
exquisite Nanuya Island. The Fiji Princess is tied to the back of a coconut tree. We are that 
close to the beach, and some of us simply jump off the ship and swim to shore.

There is the usual set of beach activities, like paddle boarding, snorkelling and kayaking,  
but we could do as much or as little as we liked. Dining is a delicious barbecue on the beach 
which has been brought over from the Princess, along with a full bar, tea and coffee and 
afternoon tea.

The smiling crew bring everything the short distance, and set up what could be called a local 
café/bar on the shore. The barbecue menu consists of hot meats, seafood, salads, bread 
and desserts, along with the full bar. The staff are so good at this.

Meanwhile, a lovo (the Fijian version of a Maori hangi) is being prepared for the evening, once 
again to be served on the beach. After a quick trip back to the Princess, we return refreshed 
for a beautiful meal, accompanied by traditional dancing and singing, courtesy of the men 
and women from the local Matacawalevu Village. Most of us end the day dancing the night 
away, a lovely way to wrap up a truly special day.

The next morning is again very leisurely. We can disembark to the island for a cooling dip, 
accompanied by shoals of small, colourful fish, or take a guided walk over the island or have 
a guided snorkelling safari.

Others just stay on board and relax in the sunshine, or take advantage of the swimming pool 
on board.

In a nation blessed with natural beauty, the Yasawas can easily hold their 
own among Fiji’s many island jewels. Rugged, remote, still very authentic – 
land-based tourism only began in 1987 – they offer an unplugged holiday  
in the most picture-postcard of surroundings.
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After lunch is served on the ship, we sail north to our next destination at Sawa-l-lau Island. 
The highlight is a visit to the sacred cave of Sawa-l-lau, where keen snorkellers experience 
the beautiful deep waters of this special place. It is hidden from view, only accessed after 
a short, steep climb into the cave, then downward steps to reach an area to jump into the 
water. The colours are stunning and it is a very special experience.

As mentioned earlier, tourism has come late to the Yasawas, which means it has made very 
little impact on local life. In fact, the traditional way of life is still very much alive and well, and 
after another delicious lunch we disembark for a village visit, followed by a traditional seafood 
dinner prepared by the villagers of Tamusua village.

We are welcomed by the village chief and then invited to a kava ceremony, which is very 
formal, including prayers, singing and of course a tasting if we wish. The ladies of the village 
have their traditional goods for sale as souvenirs for those interested in purchasing authentic 
handmade mementoes.

The seafood dinner that follows is again delicious. A little dancing follows before our return to the 
Princess. The evening’s entertainment is a screening of the classic movie Blue Lagoon, shot at 
this location in 1980, with popcorn supplied, as well as the odd cocktail and a nightcap to finish.

Waking up to another day of sunshine, we make the most of the amazing snorkelling in the 
Blue Lagoon, one of the best sites at Sawa-l-lau, or indeed the South Pacific.

We depart for Drawaqa Island for more beach fun. The sand is whiter than white, the water is 
bluer than blue, the sun is shining – perfect. We could join a hand-line fishing trip, try paddle 
boarding and other water sports, or just laze away in the warm, tropical sun. 

After lunch, we are privileged to visit a local village school where we are entertained by the 
children’s songs and proudly shown around their classrooms.

It’s very basic, but you can tell they have a thirst for learning. They're so happy, and we can’t 
help comparing it to what our children get back home and wonder whether we over-do it. 

On the last night, we enjoy a barbecue dinner on board under the stars, followed by a disco 
to dance the night away. There is also an on-board kava ceremony for those wishing to 
partake. The captain and his crew entertain us with a fine chorus of very special songs and 
lots of guitars and ukuleles in support.

As we head back to Port Denarau and arrive at the berth, the crew bid us farewell with a 
wonderful rendering of Isa-lei, the moving Fijian farewell song.

Blue Lagoon Cruises’ four-night Wanderer Cruise provides a wonderful taste of the Yasawa 
Islands and a Fiji that has maintained its age-old traditions. 

The remote and beautiful Islands we visited are stunning. The food and refreshments are first-
class, with fresh fruit and salads prepared by the chefs using local produce.

The Fiji Princess is a boutique cruise ship, even when full, she has only 68 guests on board. 
Because she is smaller than other cruise ships, it makes the experience more intimate and 
personal. The décor is modern and fresh and the unique experiences on offer make this 
cruise very special.

All excursions were included in our initial cost. There is also a Senikai Spa on board offering a 
range of packages, which cost extra if used.

All-in-all, it’s a fantastic introduction to the world of cruising and of course Fiji. I’ll be back for 
more - I know I will!  
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