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Iririki Island Resort

Vanuatu
The family play station
By Fran McDermott
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These days kids are bombarded with 
modern technology. Ipads, Playstations, 
mobile phone games – it’s in their face from 
a very early age. But while it’s just about 
impossible to get kids away from it all – it is 
possible to give them a balance, especially 
when they go on holiday. If there’s a place 
you can have a quality family getaway, and 
get back to basics, it’s in Vanuatu.   

As soon as you get off the plane in Port Vila, you’ll see the difference in lifestyle and priorities. 
Indeed for your average Vanuatu local, life is a fairly simple affair. The focus is on family, fun and 
maintaining cultural traditions, not on accumulating flashy possessions. It’s no wonder Vanuatu 
is considered one of the happiest places on Earth.

Port Vila on the island of Efate is the first stop for overseas travellers, and it's the ideal spot to 
base a family adventure. It's a bustling little town that lies around a beautiful natural harbour. 
Steep hillsides offer some great views, and the dusty streets are always abuzz with people 
going about daily chores. There’s a fantastic choice of eateries, and in general, there is plenty to 
keep the family entertained. 

Picking a place to stay is one of the key considerations for any family holiday and in Port Vila 
you'll find some excellent options.

Iririki Island Resort. A top pick for kids
There was a time when Iririki Island Resort focused on the couples market but those days are 
long gone. In fact, now you're just as likely to find families lying poolside as a pair of newlyweds. 
The resort re-opened in May 2016 after an extensive multi-million dollar upgrade. In essence, 
everything was improved, plus there were new additions like a hilltop spa and a casino. The 
accommodation, which has been upgraded too, ranges from couples bungalows right through 
to their spacious two-level apartments that can sleep a family of five with ease. 

On Iririki, kids activities centre around the cutely named "Pikinini Club" which caters for children 
three to 12 years. It's free, which is another bonus for the parents. Activities run seven days a 
week from 10am to 6pm, and during these hours children can enjoy all the traditional kid's club 
style activities like sandcastle building, face painting, movie time, nature walks, shell collecting 
and the hermit crab hunt. 

Outside of the organised Kid's Club activities, there is also lots for the kids to do - the pool 
complex is set up for hours of watery fun, and with its acres of wide open spaces, Iririki might 
just be the ultimate place for a game of hide and seek! Bigger kids will love the snorkelling in 
Snorkelers Cove and there are kayaks to get out on too. 

And should Mum and Dad want some "us" time, babysitting services are available for guests for 
a very reasonable fee. 

Holiday Inn. A total transformation
Like Iririki, the Holiday Inn recently underwent a major transformation, which saw it re-open in 
July 2016. They’ve always put a real emphasis on being family-friendly and in the revitalised 
version of the resort, they’ve kept that commitment.   

For a start, kids (aged up to 19) stay free when they’re sharing a room with parents and utilising 
existing bedding. Children 12 years and younger also eat all meals free when they order from 
the kid’s menu in the hotel restaurant, while they are accompanied by an adult. Put those two 
"kid-free" offers together and you already have a good reason to stay.

But then you add in the refurbished "Totel Kids Club" named after the Bislama word for turtle. 
It’s free for kids aged three – 12 years old and is open seven days a week from 8am to 9pm. 
There’s an endless array of activities, including art and craft "workshops" that teach kids 
aspects of traditional Vanuatu culture.

Down in the pool, the kids are spoiled, too. There’s a special kids wading pool, complete with 
colourful mushroom-topped water fountains. The bigger kids don’t miss out either, as there are 
age appropriate activities organised by the team at the Activities Hut. 

And if parents need some time alone, the resort has a babysitting and nanny service available. 

Iririki Island Resort
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The Terraces.  Apartment style 
family fun
If you’re travelling with older children who’d prefer to have their own space – and you want 
yours too – then the apartment style accommodation at The Terraces is a fine option. The family 
choice is the two-level, two-bedroom apartment. Downstairs you’ll find a full kitchen, private 
plunge pool and second (kids) bedroom with its own bathroom, ie, no need to disturb mum 
and dad. Upstairs mum and dad can chill out in the main bedroom which has amazing views 
of Erakor Lagoon. And with Mangoes Resort right next door, you've got a fantastic restaurant, 
virtually on your doorstep.  

Getting out and about
While the resorts offer plenty of activity for the kids, getting out and about is a must. Here are a 
few local picks and one fiery option too!

Mele Cascades and Waterfall
One of Port Vila’s classic excursions is the trip up to the Mele Cascades and Waterfall. It starts 
with an easy 10 minute drive out of town. If you have your own vehicle that’s great, or you can 
book a tour via your resort, or direct through a local tour company. 

The walk to waterfall takes about 20 minutes – there are a few inclines and steps along the way 
– so it’s not suitable for toddlers or small children. But children of eight years and over should be 
fine. And any case, there’s no need to rush – you can simply take your time. The effort is worth it 
though. There are some gorgeous swimming holes to take a dip in and right at the top you can sit 
in a pool under a 30 metre high waterfall – which is something the kids will never forget.

Vanuatu Jungle Zipline  
Family flying
The lush rainforests of Vanuatu are amazing landscapes to walk through, but imagine having 
an adrenalin-pumping birds-eye view from four stories up. That's what you'll get with the action 
packed Jungle Zipline adventure. And it can be enjoyed by kids four years and up.

You'll be strapped securely into your safety harness and zip through the lush, cool treetops, 
plus you'll enjoy stunning views across Mele Bay and Port Vila Harbour. You'll get to cross an 
80 metre high canyon, wobble your way across two suspension bridges and return high above 
a waterfall. Sound breathtaking? Well, it most certainly is, but it is also suitable for people of any 
age. You can be picked up from any hotel in Port Vila and all you need to bring is some closed-
toe shoes or reef shoes, insect repellant, a camera, and clothing suitable to wear a harness. 
They also run a Canopy Treetop Tour and a Jungle Segway Tour!

There’s more to do 
in Vanuatu
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An aerial experience
If you feel like giving the kids a real treat, why not book a scenic flight with Vanuatu Helicopters. 
They're located harbourside by the Nambawan Cafe next to the craft markets right in the 
middle of town. The helicopter itself operates off a floating pontoon in the harbour. 

Vanuatu Helicopters offer four set scenic flights at varying prices. They start from around 
NZ$120 per person for a Taste of Vila Flight which takes in the local scenery including the 
natural harbour, bays, Erakor Island and First Lagoon. 

Mt Yasur - The ultimate fireworks 
experience
Parents with older children should consider a trip to Tanna Island. Home to just over 30,000 
people, Tanna is a place where visitors can swim in underwater caves, snorkel some of the best 
coral in the country, ride through the jungle on horseback, visit secret waterfalls and experience 
a culture that continues to live by its age-old traditions. 

But the biggest drawcard remains Mt Yasur, one of the world's most accessible live 
volcanoes. (four-wheel-drive vehicles can get to about 10 minutes walk from the edge of the 
crater.) This impressive natural attraction is one of the most popular in the Vanuatu, and it's a 
sight that's not to be missed. 

The ash-laden smoke has smothered the surrounding landscape creating a scene that's like 
something from another planet. Like any volcano the level of explosive activity varies, but it's 
always best to view Mt Yasur at dusk and into the night when the red-hot magma makes its 
own fireworks display against the dark sky. If you think children get excited on Guy Fawkes Day, 
multiply this by 1000 times!

Hideaway Island -  
A different kind of mail
For a generation that's grown up with computers, the internet and everything else electronic, 
Vanuatu offers kids a unique way to communicate - the underwater post off Hideaway Island! 
Just a 10 minute drive and two-minute boat ride from Port Vila, Hideaway makes for a fun 
family day trip, and of course it's famous for the world's only underwater post office. This laid 
back little resort has long been a popular spot for divers who have easy access to an amazing 
underwater wall that drops 100 metres down, but is only 100 metres from the shore. 

Hideaway also lies in the middle of marine sanctuary, making for an abundance of sea creatures 
and colourful coral for Mum, Dad and the kids to explore. Any snorkelling or diving gear can be 
hired on the island and the restaurant is a great place to fill hungry tummies. 

Samoa Point, North Efate, Vanuatu 
Tel:  +678 35600    I    Email: reservations@thehavannah.com    I    Website: www.thehavannah.com 

Exclusively for adults and     
located just 30 minutes drive 
from Port Vila, the Havannah is 
an oasis of tranquility and your  
perfect romantic retreat.  With 
only 17 luxurious villas set 
amidst  elegantly landscaped 
gardens, you can be assured 
privacy and personalized      
service, Havannah style.  

Romance in paradise

Samoa Point, North Efate, Vanuatu
Tel: +678 35600 I Email: reservations@thehavannah.com I Website: www.thehavannah.com

Samoa Point, North Efate, Vanuatu 
Tel:  +678 35600    I    Email: reservations@thehavannah.com    I    Website: www.thehavannah.com 

Exclusively for adults and     
located just 30 minutes drive 
from Port Vila, the Havannah is 
an oasis of tranquility and your  
perfect romantic retreat.  With 
only 17 luxurious villas set 
amidst  elegantly landscaped 
gardens, you can be assured 
privacy and personalized      
service, Havannah style.  

Samoa Point, North Efate, Vanuatu 
Tel:  +678 35600    I    Email: reservations@thehavannah.com    I    Website: www.thehavannah.com 

Exclusively for adults and     
located just 30 minutes drive 
from Port Vila, the Havannah is 
an oasis of tranquility and your  
perfect romantic retreat.  With 
only 17 luxurious villas set 
amidst  elegantly landscaped 
gardens, you can be assured 
privacy and personalized      
service, Havannah style.  

Vanuatu Helicopters

Hideaway Island


